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Lamorinda girls soccer — 2018

By Jon Kingdon

Megan Go, Acalanes and Alexzandria Ziem, Miramonte

As has been mentioned incessantly for all
sports, the infamous air quality index
was a factor for the girls soccer teams, limit-
ing the opportunity to practice and prepare
for the season.

Though the new head coach at Acalanes,
Nick Barbarino, grew up in Southern Cali-
fornia, he brings a Lamorinda connection to
his position. Barbarino had four cousins who
went to Campolindo and came to Acalanes
after being an assistant at Miramonte, receiv-
ing a strong recommendation from Mira-
monte head coach Barry McQuain.

Last season, Acalanes only won four
games. Barbarino has turned things around
with a 3-0-1 start and appreciates the attitude
his team has brought to the pitch: “With only
three practices before our first game, I have
found that our players are really hard work-
ers and great teammates with each other.
There are no cliques and they have all been
supportive of each other.”

The Dons are a largely veteran team
comprising mostly juniors and seniors. Bar-
barino was familiar with the team having
coached against them at Miramonte: “What
I had seen was that there was a lot of indi-
vidual talent and they did not really get along
with each other, which hurt their success. We
have worked with the seniors on being good
leaders on and off the field and we’re really
trying to focus on bringing in a positive cul-
ture. My goal from the start has been to make
it a place where the girls want to play and
have fun.”

The strength of the team has been its
defense. Junior goalie Kate Carter has been
dominant in goal, giving up only 0.5 goals
per game. Says Barbarino: “Kate has been
playing great. She is great with saves in the
air and is good handling breakaways.”

The Dons offense has been equally im-
pressive scoring 4.25 goals per game. Lead-
ing the offense have been seniors Sasha Sa-
doff, Maddie Zuber and Lara Dissman. Each
of them brings a unique asset to the offense,
says Barbarino: “Sasha is a great dribbler
and is very tough. Maddie does a great job
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in holding the ball up and laying it off to the
other players and facilities our transfer from
defense to offense. Lara’s strengths are her
speed and shooting. We also have a lot of
depth at the wings.”

K.K. McDonagh and Malika Haji were
voted co-captains by the team and Barbarino
will have a third rotating captain each game
for the players.

Summing up his philosophy, Barbarino
is concerned about the experience as well
as the results: “I’'m a positive coach. I don’t
expect them to be perfect. Everyone makes
mistakes. It’s how they react to the mistakes.
They have to learn how to handle the hard
times on the field as a player and as a per-
son.”

As an assistant coach for Campolindo for
the past six seasons, new head coach Luis
Pinto was able to witness the late season suc-
cess for the Cougars when they were unde-
feated in 10 of their last 11 games, making it
to the Northern California Regional Cham-
pionship. Pinto has learned the difference in
being a head coach: “I know that a lot more
falls on me. I had a very good mentor in
(former coach) Ernest Silva. He taught me a
great deal as a coach and as an administrator
regarding such things as tryouts and schedul-
ing.”

The Cougars have a total of 62 play-
ers playing soccer this year with 20 on the
varsity, 21 on the JV and for the first time, a
freshman team with 21 players. Yet, there are
only three seniors on the varsity, says Pinto:
“With so few seniors, it’s basically a young
team but it’s a team with a lot of energy and
potential and the girls are passionate about
the game.”

Campolindo’s defense is being led by
junior goalie Mallory Louis who only gave
up 1.36 goals per game last season and is be-
ing backed up by freshman Anna Solomon.
Says Pinto: “Mallory has great reactions and
is really good second-shot stopper. Anna’s
strength is her technical ability but still has
a lot to learn. Mallory and Anna should be a
great combination.”
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Aliye Wingate, Acalanes and Angelina Basso, Miramonte

The back line on defense has a lot of ex-
perience led by senior Nicole Huebner and
junior Devon Ortman who have played to-
gether for the last seven years on club teams
and Campolindo.

The offense is being led by seniors Celia
Campo, Savannah DeCarlo and sophomore
Jojo Flower. According to Pinto: “Celia at
left wing has really stepped it up and will
be our key player in the front line. Savan-
nah at right wing is a very dynamic player,
makings runs into space, pushing up the field
and helping out on defense as well. Jojo is a
striker with good technical ability to distrib-
ute the ball.”

The co-captains of the team are Julia Co-
lombini, DeCarlo and Huebner, a group Pin-
to is counting on: “They have been setting
the high standards for the rest of the team on
and off the field and carrying on what we are
teaching. They have really helped getting the
team to become a team despite our lack of
practice.”

Miramonte head coach Barry Mc-
Quain, coming off a playoff season, sees the
strength of the team this season being its bal-
ance: “Along with a lot of speed on the team,
we have an even level of talent. Overall, we
have good speed and the team as a whole has
good skills which gives us a lot of depth.”

The Matadors offense has a number of
players that were very productive last season.
Junior Taylor Walthal (9 goals, 5 assists), Bea
Whitaker (4 goals, 1 assist) and Olivia Grillo
(4 goals, 5 assists). Says McQuain, “Taylor
is deceptively fast. She ends up with the ball
with good fakes and movement. Bea is just a
strong player. She is a great athlete who runs
cross country and is very motivated to win.
Olivia is a great passer and has tremendous
power.”

Sophomores Angelina Basso and Emer-
son Bohling are being counted on to be forc-
es on the wings. At midfield, Mc Quain says
the key player is senior Isabel Fine: “Isabel
is the playmaker on the team. She develops
and transitions the team from defense to of-
fense.”
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The defense is led by junior goalie Mi-
kayla Smith. “Mikayla is in her third year on
the varsity, says Mc Quain, “She has played
a lot and is a lot more comfortable in the
goal. She is very strong and is good getting
depth on the goalie kicks.”

The defensive front is led by Alison
Whipple, Taylor Johnson and Sabrina Grant,
all of whom are “strong players who do a
good job staying focused,” says Mc Quain.

Whipple and Johnson, along with Te-
veen Aghababian, are the team’s co-captains.
“They have a great attitude,” says McQuain.
“They are a great help at our practices and
help keep us organized. Teveen is coming off
a serious knee injury and we are hoping to
get her back by the end of the season.”

McQuain understands that with the early
season practice limitations, it is going to take
time for the team to develop: “We had only
one practice prior to the season where every-
one was able to show up. I am looking for
us to gel as a team as the season progresses.
We’re still learning our timing, which is the
most important part of the preseason but I
know that we’re all on the same footing.”
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Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Firewood for Sale

Almond Firewood- Seasoned
$320/ cord; $180 / half-cord

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

FREE Delivery; 209-883-0750 [

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining
walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Rototilling

=%+ Ken's Rototilling
ﬁ- E +4W/D Tractors
. « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing - Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

FlecticalContractor

HANDYMAN SERVICE
Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

Quetzal Handyman
NO JOBTOO SMALL
Please call Carlos Toledo
) 925-872-0422

Dellamar Electric, Inc.
Family owned and operated
Serving Lamorinda for over 40 years
Licensed, Bonded, and Insured
CA State Lic. #314318
(925)708-0055, (510)504-0904

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Tile Setting

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,

$10 per 1/2” classified ad height

$10 per 1/2” classified ad height Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Counters

Cliff 510-697-1125

Email to: classified@

lamorindaweekly.com






